Selkirk Mountain Caribou 5-Year Review
Summary
The South Selkirk Mountains caribou population meets the discreteness and significance elements of the Fish and Wildlife Service Distinct Population Segment policy because of its marked separation from other mountain caribou populations and its importance in helping to maintain mountain caribou viability, given the declining numbers and distribution of mountain caribou throughout their range. The primary issues that threaten the existence of the South Selkirk Mountains caribou population are the past and ongoing habitat destruction/fragmentation, predation, human access, inadequate regulatory mechanisms, the low population number, and potentially climate change.  Although habitat is not currently limiting in terms of forage, the fragmented nature of the habitat has altered the predator/prey dynamic and affected the caribou’s naturally evolved predator avoidance strategy.  Predation, primarily by mountain lions, is considered to be the proximal threat to the caribou population.  As larger, more continuous stands of mature and old growth forest within the caribou recovery area have been changed to earlier successional stages, numbers of alternate prey animals, such as moose, white-tailed deer, and elk, have increased within the higher elevation habitats previously occupied primarily by caribou.  Consequently, mountain lions have followed their primary prey into caribou habitat, providing for opportunistic predation on caribou as a secondary source of prey, i.e. apparent competition. Additionally, wolves are now establishing themselves within the recovery area, adding another predation threat.  The continuous threat of wildfires increases the potential for further habitat degradation. Winter recreation, particularly snowmobiling, is a growing issue within the recovery area and throughout mountain caribou range.  Increasing levels of snowmobile activity and the expansion of such activity further into the backcountry have displaced caribou from key winter habitats and could preclude them from using such habitats.  Currently, there are inadequate regulatory mechanisms in place to address timber management or winter recreation on some Federal, State, and private lands within the recovery area.  The small size and isolation of the population itself could affect the viability of the population.  Finally, climate change will likely affect mountain caribou, although specific impacts are impossible to predict at this point.

Conclusion
No change is listing status is warranted (i.e. maintain endangered status).
Recommendations

1. Work with State and private landowners to incorporate caribou habitat management guidelines into their timber management operations. The U.S. Forest Service currently incorporates caribou habitat management guidelines into the design and implementation of timber management activities within the caribou recovery area to maintain or enhance caribou habitat quality. However, similar standards or guidelines are not in place for State or private forestry activities within caribou habitat. Habitat management guidelines which avoid creating early successional habitat within or adjacent to caribou habitat would help ensure connectivity and minimize habitat for other ungulates such as moose, elk, and white-tailed deer.

2. Work with Federal, State and private landowners, Tribes, the BC government and the public to address the impacts of winter recreation activities within the caribou recovery area and to develop guidance that clearly reflects where such activities are and are not appropriate. The IPNF is currently developing a winter travel plan. Idaho Department of Lands is working on an HCP, which should include conditions to avoid and/or minimize the effects of winter recreation activities on State lands. Development of an effective management strategy requires the involvement of all stakeholders.

3. Manage predator and alternate prey populations within and adjacent to the recovery area. Work with the game management agencies of BC, Idaho, and Washington to maintain predator and prey populations within and adjacent to the caribou recovery area at relatively low levels to help minimize the predator pressure on caribou.
4. Continue augmentation efforts to increase the population. Work with BC, the Tribes, and the States to facilitate planning and implementation of periodic augmentation efforts to help boost caribou numbers and improve genetic variability.

Web Link to full caribou 5 year review:

http://www.fws.gov/easternwashington/documents/Selkirk%20Mountain%20Caribou%205-year%20Review%2012-5-08.pdf

Web Link to caribou recovery plan:

http://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/940304.pdf
Both of these documents can also be obtained, along with other Service and ESA information from our website:

http://www.fws.gov/easternwashington/

