
 
 

Trails and Walking Paths 
Boundary County 



Objective 9B Trails 

Á Create trails and access to outdoor recreation opportunities 

Á Protect our Natural Resources 

Á Community involvement and partnerships 

Á Non motorized public trails in Boundary County 

Á Fundraise, plan and develop 



Data from this survey show that trails are  an  essential  part of 
daily life in Bonner County: 
 

Three out of four residents used trails in the last year. 
 
Residents use trails nearly every day in the summer and every other day in the winter.  
 
Trail use is high in towns and rural areas, regardless of  duration 
of residence in the county, income, or  age. 
 
Residents age 45-54 are most likely to use the trails, with 88 percent  
reporting use in the past year.  
 
More than three-quarters of residents support the development of an expanded and better  
connected trail system in the county. 
 
Nearly nine in ten residents believe that protecting the rural character of areas outside  
cities is extremely important for Bonner County. 
 
More than half of residents identified proximity to trails and safe places to walk as  
important factors influencing their decision on where to live.  

Bonner County Trail Study  



Survey respondents identified several opportunities to increase trail use 
and satisfaction:  
 
There is strong interest in more trails in and around residential areas, with 
one in five residents saying they would use trails more if they lived closer 
to them. 
 
There is strong interest in easier and wheelchair accessible trails to 
encourage new trail users and increase use among existing trail users, the 
disabled, and seniors. 
 
There is strong interest in more broadly shared information about trails. 
One in five residents do not use trails because they are unsure where they 
are. 

Bonner County Trail Study  



Bonner County Trail Study  

16 Respondents answered an open-ended question following the satisfaction 
ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ ά 
A random sampling of  satisfied comments is presented below to provide a 
general idea of specific responses.  
 
Overall, respondents who are satisfied with the trail system 
mentioned adequate maintenance, connectivity, abundant trail 
options, and beautiful scenery as positive qualities of the trails network.  
 
ά!ŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘΦέ 
 
ά9ŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ LƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ǊƻǳǘŜǎέ 
 
άDƻǊƎŜƻǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎέ 
 



Bonner County Trail Study  



 

Trails in Local Communities are essential for the following 
reasons: 
 

 1. Attracting future employees and tourists 

 2. Health of the residents 

 3. Tourists will stay longer to explore 

 4. Businesses see revenue growth 

  a. Retail shops will have more customers 

  b. Expenditures for food, clothing, outdoor gear 
 

Impact of Trails and Walking Paths 



 
 

Impact of Trails and Walking Paths 

Varieties of economic impacts* 
There are many ways that trails and greenways affect the 
local and national economies, including: 
 Tourism 
 Events 
 Urban redevelopment 
 Community improvement 
 Property value 
 Health care savings 
 Jobs and investment 
 General consumer spending 

* Americantrails.org  



 
 

Impact of Trails and Walking Paths 

Tourism on trails* 
 
While money spent on a trail trip is money not spent elsewhere, the real benefit is that it is money spent 
in rural towns and in more economically disadvantaged areas.  
 
Many of the people traveling to a trail and spending a night or more in the area are economically well off 
with significant discretionary income. On the Great Allegheny Passage, over a third of overnight trail users 
reported household incomes of $100K or more. 
 
Trail tourism is one way of creating opportunities for people to vacation in the U.S. and especially places 
that are not standard tourist destinations. Rather than spending money in Las Vegas, at Disney World, or 
on cruise ships, they are traveling to rural areas across America.  

* Americantrails.org 



 

The Local Economic Impact on the Whitefish Trail 
 

The Whitefish Trail contributes to $6.4 million in annual spending by visitors  
 
 Spending by visitors who use the Whitefish Trail translates to: 
 

  1. 68 additional jobs  

  2. $1.9 million in labor income in Whitefish. 

 

Impact of Trails and Walking Paths 



What makes the Pend Oreille 
Bay Trail So Important? 

άLǘǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀǿŜέ 

Recreation 

Safety 

Education 

Health 

Economic Benefits 

Boundary County Trails  
 In Work 
 Proposed 



Trails in Work and Proposed 

In Work 
 
Ç Farnsworth Property 

 

Proposed 
 

Ç State Land 

Ç County Property 

Ç Dikes 

Ç Rails to Trails 

Ç ITD 



Farnsworth Property 



State Property 

State Property 
 

Ç Proposed  

Ç Mtn Biking 

Ç Walking 

Ç Running 

Ç Cross Country Skiing 

Ç Piece of property for ATV?? 



State Property Map 



County Park Trail 

County Park Trail 

Ç Union Pacific Foundation Grant 

Ç Trail will be paved and have benches 

Ç Safety for kids using the park 



Dike Property 

ÇDikes owned by DƻǾΩǘ entities first 

ÇDikes owned by Individual farmers will be next 




