Draft Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

May 17th, 2010 – 7:50 p.m., Kootenai River Inn Casino & Spa
Bonners Ferry, Idaho
Committee Members in Attendance:

Ron Abraham, (alt.) Kootenai Tribe of Idaho Chair, KVRI Co-Chair

Dave Anderson, Mayor of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioners, KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Mike Gondek, (alt.) Soil Conservation District/Landowner

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service – Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Justin Petty, Environmental/Conservation
Ed Atkins, Corporate Agriculture

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Jon Meadows, Kootenai Valley Sportsman Association
Sarah Canepa, Vital Ground Foundation

Rich Torquemada, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Lon Postulka, U.S. Border Patrol

Billy Barquin, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Vaughn Paragamian, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Jennifer Jensen, University of Idaho Extension

Laura Roady, Bonners Ferry Herald

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Colleen Trese, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kurt Pavlat, Bureau of Land Management

Opening:

Dan Dinning opened by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.
The group approved minutes April 19th meeting by consensus.

Presentations:

Copeland Underpasses --- Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game (IDFG):
Wayne had planned on a power point presentation, but the equipment was not available.  A full power point presentation will be provided at the next KVRI meeting in June looking closely at the statistics and how they can be affected by wrong data input.  

Wayne gave a brief overview of the Copeland Highway project.  When IDFG evaluated the effects the highway had on the wildlife in the area they asked three questions relating to the listed species through the biological opinion:

1. Is there evidence the highway has acted as a genetic barrier?

a. The focus of the biological opinion was on grizzly bears which IDFG acknowledged up front but for the sake of the sampling they used black bears as a surrogate.

b. Several bears were collared and 197 different bears were identified through the hair snare project.

c. There is no evidence that the highway has acted as a genetic barrier.

2. In the past, has the highway acted as a genetic barrier?

a. The answer to this question was also no.

3. At the current traffic volume, recognizing the highway realignment, is there any evidence the highway is acting as a movement barrier?

a. IDFG trapped and collared bears north and south of the highway.  The GPS collars provided 20 minute location intervals providing detailed information on the bears’ movement.

b. Some bears definitely looked like the highway was a home range boundary and other bears that appeared to have their home range super imposed on the highway.  For example one bear made a pass across the highway 14 times within a month and a half.

c. When looking at this question IDFG had to determine whether the home range is a function of the highway or a function of the habitat.

4. Are animals using the wildlife underpasses?

a. There are over 800 animal uses documented between the 3 underpasses.  All animals from mice to moose.  There were not any grizzly bears, mountain lions or wolves documented using it.

b. The southern most underpasses receive most of the use.

c. 600 of the 800 uses were white tail deer.

Were the 800 documented crossings all documented in one year?

The crossings were spread across a couple years.  In other places the monitoring shows there is little use in the beginning and then over time there is more frequent use.  The time of year and time of day play a part in the frequency of the use as well.

Grizzly Bear DNA Analysis Results --- Wayne Wakkinen, IDFG:

The results are in, but accurate results will be available at the next KVRI meeting in regards to the DNA Analysis results.

Sam Cushman, U.S. Forest Service Researcher, received funding for a 2 year study for DNA sampling.  IDFG’s project was set up to sample 50 5x5 kilometer grids.  Sam will be using the same 5x5 kilometer grid with 300 cells and 3 hired crews.  He will be sampling for grizzly and black bears for the hair snare, but he will also be sampling for fisher and lynx.  IDFG is helping in any way they can and are hoping to supplement data collected from Procter and Wayne’s studies.  Sam’s crews will be starting in the next couple of weeks to get cells set up.  

Will the focus be primarily in the Selkirks?

All research will be done in the Selkirks.  The boundary extends from the West Side Road to Colville National Forest to the Pend Oreille River, from the international border to include the Pack River and down to the experimental course on the Priest Lake side and include the LeClerc Creek Drainage.

How will the plots be set up and maintained?

The plots consist of a corral of barbed wire strung around a small cluster of trees with stink bate applied in the center of the wire.  The design is to grab bear hair.  There are usually signs marking where the plots are.  Lacy Robinson, IDFG, coordinates the effort.  Remote cameras will also be set up at several sights.

Does IDFG plan to publish their data?

The data will be in the annual report and Wayne will provide a quick overview at the upcoming Selkirk Cabinet Yaak meeting on May 19th.

Vaughn Paragamian, IDFG, added that they hold a meeting one Monday a month and invite a speaker from different branches of the IDFG to provided information on projects they are working on so everyone gets an idea of the work being done throughout the state.
Updates:

Burbot Subcommittee:
The group will have their annual meeting May 25th at 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Kootenai River Inn.
TMDL Committee:

The next meeting will be held June 11th.  The group will be getting temperature monitors out and setting a date for that.
Forestry Subcommittee:

A final Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program (CFLRP) Proposal was pulled together and is available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.  The group didn’t realize they would have the opportunity to submit a proposal this year.  The subcommittee was told there were only two proposals submitted from each region each year.  There were already two proposals being submitted this year.  Ranotta McNair, Idaho Panhandle National Forest Supervisor, attended a meeting and realized our region was the only region strictly following the guidelines of submitting two proposals, other regions may be submitting more than two.  Ranotta felt the group should pull together a proposal and submit it; it will be an opportunity to learn from the experience and have a good product to work from next funding cycle.
Congressman Minnick Collaborative Update:

The facilitator recapped minutes from the prior meetings.  The group discussed the value of meeting under the collaboration and asked questions about how the KVRI Forestry Committee operates.  It was agreed to hold a meeting in Bonner County to see if there is interest in developing a committee to look at Forestry Issues – June 4th at 12:30 p.m. at the Forest Service was the date set. No date was set for the next joint collaboration meeting……meeting notes are available on the KVRI Website.
Issues & Concerns:

· KVRI’s concern was stated that projects should not have to be brought to another group to receive agreement to move ahead once the Boundary County community has already agreed.
· A Priest River representative voiced there should be a similar group to KVRI in Bonner County that could meet and discuss projects to move ahead also.  
· Mike Peterson, the Lands Council, would entertain the idea of the having two groups but also have an over arching landscape group which would look at the landscape of designations and wilderness.
· KVRI operates as a group that focus on commonalities and looks at areas the community can work together and get projects completed.  In the past landscape issues were discussed during Idaho Roadless Rule meetings and at the Forest Plan Revision meetings.

· Bonner County participants agreed to hold a meeting to seek interest on the possibility of a Bonner County Collaborative group that could operate similar to the KVRI.  
KVRI group was asked to consider the landscape issue and formation of a two County Committee; we will discuss the item further at the June meeting.  The landscape issue is to look at the landscape and discussion appropriate management designations for the landscapes (potential for wilderness).  Mike Peterson, Lands Council, expressed interest in designating wilderness areas & was invited to come to KVRI and present to the group.    His proposal is to have a committee that held both counties.
KVRI discussed that all the areas being discussed as potential wilderness designation in Boundary County are already managed as wilderness without being designated.  Some feel that managing the areas as wilderness is not enough.  The boundaries and acreage can continue to change, but with the wilderness designation that could not happen.  Linda McFaddan, U.S. Forest Service (USFS), stated the boundaries were changed in the Idaho Roadless Rule, but there was a 16,000 acre net gain of lands being managed as wilderness, but not designated.

Smith/Boundary Creek Working Group:

The next meeting will be held on June 22nd.

1st Annual Green Pride Event --- Sandy Ashworth:
The Bonners Ferry Chamber of Commerce held their 1st annual Green Pride Event on April 24th.  Sandy had a table reserved for the Boundary County Library and offered to display information for KVRI.  Most of her time was spent discussing KVRI and projects completed.  She has reserved 3 tables for the group next year.  There were 250 people in attendance and a great way to get information out to the public.

Forest Legacy Project Updates --- Sarah Canepa, Vital Ground Foundation:

The Bane Creek Neighbors project, just north of 3-Mile, will close by the end of the year.  They are working with the landowners get conservation easements ready and are currently fundraising to cover expenses to get the base line report completed.

Information was presented to KVRI last year on the North Idaho Timber community project for Alan and Caroline Farnsworth.  This project is up for funding in 2011.  Preliminary notice was received that the first Phase of the application ranked 5th in the nation.  The project is very large and will have to be phased out over three years.  Phase one includes a parcel in Paradise Valley and another in Elmira.  Phase two will include parcels along Moyie River, Ruby Creek and in Bonner County along Highway 200 in the Clark Fork Valley.  

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on June 21st, 2010 at the Boundary County Extension Office; the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
