Draft Meeting Minutes

KVRI Forestry Sub-Committee
May 3rd, 2010 – 9:00 a.m., Boundary County Extension Office - Bonners Ferry, Idaho
In Attendance:

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioners, KVRI Co-Chair

Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, KVRI Co-Chair
Jim Cadnum, KVRI/Industrial Forest
Sid Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Laura Roady, Boundary County Citizen/ Bonners Ferry Herald Outdoor Column

Pat Behrens, U.S. Forest Service

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Lee Colson, U.S. Forest Service
Don Gunter, Boundary County Fire Safe

Bill Cook, Bureau of Land Management, Coeur d’Alene

John Hendry, Private Landowner

Chris Meikle, Private Timber owner

Tony Rohrwasser, Boundary County Fire Chief

Cleve Shearer, Boundary County Citizen
Patty Perry, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Facilitator 

Kristin James, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Recording Secretary

Opening:

Patty Perry welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.  
Patty gave a quick overview of prior meetings for the group and those that were new.  Including the reminder that maps had been reviewed and discussed, and after looking at the maps the group discussed funding opportunities and what next steps might be.  The group decided to move forward with the Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program funding opportunity.  The purpose of this meeting was to pull together ideas and get a grant proposal together to be submitted in this funding cycle.
CFLR – Proposal Requirements – Hand out:

Ranotta McNair, USFS Supervisor, encouraged KVRI to get a proposal together for the CFLRP in this fiscal year funding cycle, noting it would offer a good learning opportunity and prepare the group for other funding mechanisms that maybe available.  There are two proposal selected from each FS Region to be considered nationally.  Other Regions may submit more that two, so she suggested the KVRI prepare a proposal and it would be a learning experience to get good feed back and submit another proposal next year if not considered this year.
Prior to this meeting, Patty Perry (KVRI/Kootenai Tribe of Idaho), Pat Behrens (USFS) and Linda McFaddan (USFS) met and divided out the work load for the proposal.  The purpose of this meeting is to walk through the proposal requirements and make sure all ideas and issues are pulled together. 
Discussion Points & Items for Proposal:

· Proposed Treatment will be completed by Pat Behrens

· Estimated minimum 1600 acres/year treated in district now
· Site Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and burn projects as support for NFS treatments, county effort

· Ecological Context will also be completed by Pat Behrens

· Boundary County has most listed stock for Threatened and Endangered (T&E) species in state

· List T&E species by name

· Patty Perry will complete Collaboration --- all projects to be listed are:
· Completed TMDL’s

· Congressional appropriation for burbot recovery strategy

· Healthy Forest Restoration Act recovery project for 2100 acres for Myrtle Creek project

· Grizzly Bear Recovery Committee & education & outreach

· Wetland Riparian Strategy

· Boundary/Smith Creek Working Group

· Office of Species Conservation as a partner

· Roadless Committee

· Jennifer Borg will be working on the Wildfire portion of proposal
· Several public & municipal watershed supply

· Barry Wynsma working on Utilization portion of proposal
· Will contact Alan Flory to get any information that may help to forward to Barry
· Dave O’Brien at the supervisor’s office will be working on investments required, funding estimate and funding plan portion.

· Non-federal investments could include time people are putting into the subcommittee and could be a match for section 6 dollars

· WUI Committee time

· KVRI time

· DEQ 319 money

· RAC money for 20-Mile project

· Myrtle Project money

· TransCanada donation, Grizzly bear education and outreach

· Boundary County funding for KVRI
· Employment/training opportunities include:

· Highlight Biomass 

· Sawmills

· Chip plant

· Local employment/training opportunities for youth groups

· USFS trail restoration

· IDL contest

· Other funding opportunities:
· Forest Legacy Projects

· Maps

· Pat will provide maps

· Landscape Strategy (required)

· Need at least 50,000 acres

· Will submit approximately 800,000 acres in county (federal & private)

· Roadless Rule and TMDL Subbasin assessment planning

· Looking at Forest Plan for landscape strategy with the Roadless rule to be the two documents used to define the groups “landscape strategy”

· The Roadless rule set out by the community what they wanted to see occur in general areas by designations --- state wide collaborative effort, as large scale as it gets
· Grizzly, caribou, etc all contained within the Forest Plan

Other Discussion:

Congressman Minnick has been moving toward a collaborative effort for Bonner/Boundary County.  The group has been changing each meeting with different people moving in and out of the process.  The proposal was to figure out issues to work together on in the two counties such as biomass and wilderness.  
It was stated KVRI works in Boundary County and would like to contribute KVRI efforts to the table and allow other groups to bring Bonner County efforts to the table instead of bringing one group that could trump everything that has been completed in Boundary County through KVRI.  Some members don’t understand that Boundary community members work together really hard on projects and agreements and to then take it out of the county to have another group weighs in on the decision and to change what may be done in Boundary County….it would be a difficult task.  The group isn’t against working with Congressman Minnick’s effort, but there is just a broad spectrum.  There are so many diverse groups and landscape it’s not an easy task to get a collaborative that will join Bonner and Boundary County.

Boundary County Commissioners wrote a letter to Congressman Minnick asking what would happen if the collaborative doesn’t form something along the lines of wilderness by July.  Congressman Minnick prefers the two counties work together and something be prepared.  If that does not happen he will cross the bridge as it arrives.

KVRI has a lot of local groups that attend the meetings, and are attending regularly.  The group keeps inviting everyone to come and strives to keep a diverse group as possible. Brad Smith, ICL, has planned to attend to KVRI Forestry meetings if they are scheduled at a time that he is available.  Mike Peterson, Lands Council, apologized he would not be able to attend the Forestry meeting but plans to attend in the future.

The next Minnick Collaborative meeting will be held May 10th at the new USFS building in Sandpoint at 2:30 p.m.
Society of American Foresters:

Patty passed around an article she received from the week of March 24th.  The article was posted in the Bonners Ferry Herald in March 18th newspaper and was sited in the Society of American Foresters.

It was noted all meeting minutes, notices and documents are kept current and posted to the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.

Next Meeting:

The next meeting was not scheduled but a meeting announcement will be distributed well ahead of the meeting date.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m.
